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Message from the Superintendent of Catholic Schools
This school year, our Catholic schools are meeting the academic and spiritual needs of nearly  
8,500 Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade students by providing in-person instruction five days a 
week in safe, socially distanced and supportive environments. This year is certainly different from 
any other. Our classrooms look different. Our arrival procedures are different. Our students look a 
little different with masks. Even lunch time is different. There are a lot of differences, yet our mission 
remains the same – to provide our students spiritual growth, academic excellence, moral develop-
ment, and a nurturing community with service to others.

While day-to-day operations at each school differ slightly, our schools all utilize health screening 
processes, physical distancing and the use of face coverings to focus on the safety of our staff and 
students. The mitigation health plans that are in place at your schools were created with  guid-
ance from local health departments, the CDC, the American Academy of Pediatrics, guidance 
from the Commonwealth, the Office of Catholic Schools and the Virginia Council for Private Edu-
cation. Our mitigation health plans have worked, our positivity rates are extremely low and that is 
what has allowed us to remain in school.

We are grateful for the fortitude and adaptability of our Catholic school administrators, teachers, 
staff and families ensuring we remained connected with our students and upheld our high stand-
ards of learning when in-class learning was suspended in March 2020 for the remainder of last 
school year. That same commitment continued throughout the summer as they worked to assure  
a safe return to school for our in-person instruction, and a variety of options to meet the needs of 
all students who want to receive the benefits of a Catholic education, either in school or remotely.

Teachers, principals and staff are working tirelessly this school year to bring quality in-person and 
remote learning to families during this unprecedented time. We are wearing masks, distancing, 
sanitizing and taking temperatures daily, but we are also learning, having fun and growing in our 
faith each and every day. Our mission continues.

Catholic Schools Week, January 31 - February 6, 2021
Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration 
of Catholic education in the United States. This year’s theme, “Catholic 
Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service,” encompasses the core products 
and values that can be found in Catholic schools across the country. 
Not only are we teaching students to become future servant leaders, 
faith-filled disciples and enriched citizens in our communities, but edu-
cators are growing with them. In Catholic schools, we are all learners, 
servants and leaders. These shared qualities are what make Catholic 
schools work. They are what make Catholic schools succeed.

The theme also focuses on key elements of Catholic education: faith 
development, academic excellence and dedication to service. These 
elements set Catholic schools apart from other educational options. 
They are why families make sacrifices to provide their children with a 
Catholic education.

The Catholic Schools Week logo emphasizes that the Catholic school, like the Catholic Church, is 
not a building or an institution, but it is the people. As the people of God, we work together to 
bring the Kingdom of God to Earth and raise up the next generation to do the same. The image of 
teachers and students forming the foundation of the school shows that they are active people of 
faith who serve others and God.

I am grateful every day for the teachers, staff, parents, parishioners and volunteers who support 
our schools. National Catholic Schools Week is a good time for all of us to thank them for their  
dedication and service. May we all strive to live in active service of Jesus and his mission as we  
nationally join together during Catholic Schools Week and always. I continue to pray each day for 
the health and well-being of all those in our schools, their families and our entire community.

Yours in Christ,
Kelly Lazzara
Superintendent of Schools

Support
The generosity of our community 
across our diocese enables us to 

continue to offer affordable 
Catholic education. Each year, 

students received more than 
$7 million in tuition assistance.

Donate
McMahon Parater Scholarship 

Foundation awarded $5,684,644 in 
financial aid this year. Gifts to the 

Education Improvement Scholarship 
Tax Credits (EISTC) program provide 

donors a 65% Virginia tax credit.

Educate
Help provide families access to 

an education rooted in our 
Catholic faith. Give the gift of 

education and make a 
difference in a child’s life!

www.McMahonParater.org
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CARING FACULTY & STAFF  
Prepare Students to Succeed in Tomorrow’s World 

 
◼ Provide in-person instruction in safe and socially        

distanced environments 
◼ Challenge and support students with nationally         

accredited curriculum  
◼ Maintain a culture of high expectations, respect 

and self-discipline 
◼ Develop critical thinking and problem solving skills 
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ENGAGING LEARNING  
Prepare Students for College & Beyond 

 

◼ Rigorous curriculum promotes intellectual discovery 
◼ Enhanced with Religion, Art, Music, Technology, 

Physical Education and World Languages 
◼ Variety of extra-curricular programs, clubs and          

athletic teams 
◼ Honors, Advanced Placement and Dual-Enrollment 

courses available 
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LIVING OUR FAITH  
Prepare Students to Serve the Common Good 

 

◼ Partner with parents in the faith formation of their 
children built on Catholic values 

◼ Develop compassion, empathy and commitment  
to serve others  

◼ Empower students to recognize and share their 
unique gifts with their community 
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NURTURING COMMUNITY  
Prepare Students to Navigate Life 

 

◼ Welcoming all faiths and diverse socioeconomic 
backgrounds 

◼ Develop strong communication and collaboration 
skills with leadership opportunities 

◼ Foster servant leadership to build compassionate 
citizens and future church leaders 
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